
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Lake Mathews Community, 

 

The return to classes following the 2 weeks of winter holiday was 

smooth and with renewed energy.  It was even weather with a chill 

of winter that greeted us! 

 

Students are back to working on grade level standards and  are look-

ing ahead to mid-term progress reports which will be  sent home 

February 2. 

 

Our kindness club has been meeting each week as has our student 

leadership team.  Plans are being made for spirit days and ways for 

the student leaders to contribute to the positive climate of the 

school.  Student leaders received their t-shirts and kindness club has 

completed their design and will be ordering their shirts. 

 

Information will be coming soon about another 5th/6th grade  be-

ginning coding club, and a 3rd/4th grade opportunity.  Members 

will be selected based on receipt of permission slips.  Watch for 

more information and permission slips in the near future. 

 

Congratulations to science fair winners who are going on to the dis-

trict level competition:____________ 

 

Sixth grade parents, there will be an informational meeting regard-

ing science camp on February 7 at  6:00-7:00 pm in the  MPR.  We 

hope all of you will plan to attend. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of our Bobcat community. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Pamela R. Williams 
Principal 
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Safety Note 

Dismissal traffic is a chal-

lenge, and we ask drivers to 

observe traffic codes and to 

use caution.  Cars are not to 

be in the red curb zones even 

if drivers are in the car.     

Drivers are asked to be cau-

tious and courteous.  Our 

students ‘ safety is at stake. 



Transitional Kindergarten Talk 

look at the picture for clues and sound 

out the word.  Reading Comprehension 

strategies include retelling, summariz-

ing, and main event and details. 

During writing, we will focus on conven-

tions: punctuation (.  !  ?)  and capitali-

zation.  We use our HFW’s to construct 

sentences.  When writing sentences for 

homework, please do not spell words 

for your child.  Let them sound it out. 

Social Studies: 

In social studies, our focus is on past 

events, as we discuss Lincoln and Wash-

ington.  This is a busy month for special 

events which includes Groundhog Day, 

the 100th Day of School and Valentine's 

Day. 

Math: 

In math, we will be focusing on the top-

ic of subtraction. 

 

We see more children now able to tie 

their own shoes.  Now is the time focus 

on writing their last name in addition to 

their first name.  Keep practicing at 

home until they master both.  THANK 

YOU for your help! 

 

              Mrs. Mattson   Ext. 43545    

smattson@rusd.k12.ca.us                              

Mrs. Ippolito  Ext. 43524 

dippolito@rusd.k12.ca.us 

                 Mrs. Verango   Ext. 43512 

                dverango@rusd.k12.ca.us 

                 Mrs. Volker    Ext.  43503 

                pvolker@rusd.k12.ca.us 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Chatter 

Kindergarten News
                          

 

We have reached the mid-point of the 

year and we are sure you will agree 

how exciting it is to see the progress 

our students have made since the be-

ginning of the school year! 

Language Arts/Reading/Writing: 

Our theme this month in language arts 

is “Transportation.  We continue on 

our journey of the alphabet by intro-

ducing a new letter each week.  (Hh, 

Dd, Rr, Ee, Ll).  We will add the HFW 

(high frequency words) are, for, you, 

this, do, and, what.  Our budding 

readers are doing great!  They are 

excited to read and they are learning 

strategies for being good readers: 

TK News   

 

This is a busy month for our 

TK’s!  We start with Ground-

hog Day, then move to Valen-

tine’s Day, followed by Lin-

coln and Washington’s birth-

days.  We can barely keep up! 

Our theme for February is 

“From Jungle to Desert”.  

We have been learning about 

the animals and plants found in 

jungles, rainforests, and the 

desert.  We even “built” a jun-

gle habitat on our bulletin 

board.   

In math, we have been learning 

about patterns.  The children 

are able to identify and build 

many kinds of patterns.  They 

love to create their own. Also, 

we will be exploring the num-

bers 6, 7, 8 and 9 and learning 

how we can make these 

numbers in many differ-

ent ways. 

 Mrs.Burch  Ext 43505 

(mburch@rusd.k12.ca.us) 
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Second Grade Scoop 

                First grade focus 

                         Second Grade Scoop 

Second graders will learn new and exciting things in the month of February!  In math, students will work 

with problems with unknowns. Students will solve word problems using the RACE strategy.  They will restate the 

question, answer in complete sentences, cite evidence, and explain their thinking.  Please review math homework 

with students and reinforce the extra practice with them.  Students should have committed to memory adding and 

subtracting numbers to 20 by this point. 

In language arts, we will begin Theme 4, Better Together.  Students will read stories about team work and 

how working together is better than working alone.  Our reading comprehension strategies will include drawing con-

clusions and cause and effect. Please continue to read nightly and talk about the stories as they are being read to 

boost comprehension.  In writing, we will continue with opinion writing.  Students will write opinion pieces that intro-

duce a topic, state their opinion, provide reasons supporting their opinion, and write a conclusion.  They should be 

writing a 60+ word opinion piece. 

In science we will be wrapping up our Earth Science Unit and moving into our social studies People Who 

Make a Difference unit.  Students will learn about people who have made an impact or a difference in our past. 

Please continue to monitor your child’s behavior at school.  Remind them to be attentive listeners and fol-

low directions quickly. As always, thank you for your encouragement and support. 

      

Mrs. Baca: Ext. 43515 (kbaca@rusd.k12.ca.us)           Mrs. Grova : Ext. 43514 (lgrova@rusd.k12.ca.us)               

Mrs. McBride: Ext. 43507 (cmcbride@rusd.k12.ca.us)  Mrs. D. Flores  Ext. 43510 (dflores@rusd.k12.ca.us)  

First Grade Focus 

As the holiday season draws to a close, so does the first half of first grade.   Two weeks off has hopefully left 

you and your family well rested and ready to tackle the learning ahead.  Unit 3 in language arts will be draw-

ing to a close and Unit 4 which focuses on teamwork begun.  Our study in phonics and word work will contin-

ue with long vowel patterns and 38 new high frequency words! (Phew!) Our first graders are also working 

hard to expand their vocabulary.  Robust vocabulary words are studied each week, and hopefully you will 

hear your student use them as they speak.  In math, we have finished a topic on telling time.  We covered 

time to the hour, half hour, making a reasonable estimate of how long an activity lasts, and reading a sched-

ule.  Topic 11:  Counting and Number Patterns, involves  using a 1-100 chart to skip count, identify odd and 

even numbers, and count forward and backward. Ten frames will be used to visually identify numbers 11-20.   

Our science unit about plants was completed and now continues with animals.  The unit will culminate nicely 

with our upcoming on-campus field trip.  Look for details at a later date.    As always, the first grade teachers 

are grateful for your home support.  It truly makes a difference in your child’s success during such a founda-

tional year in their education.   

                                    The First Grade Team  

Miss Duarte Ext. 43511 cduarte@rusd.k12.ca.us  

Mrs. Rees Ext.43519     rrees@rusd.k12.ca.us  

Mrs. Torres Ext. 43540 ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us  

Mrs. Wilson Ext. 43508  dwilson@rusd@gmail.com  

 

mailto:kcauffiel@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:lgrova@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:cduarte@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:bnorton@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:Albright.rusd@gmail.com


Welcome Back Bobcat Parents! 

Happy New Year 2018!  We hope that you all enjoyed a restful time off with your family.  We are back and gearing up for an amazing 

new year ahead.   Here is a glimpse of what we are learning in the upcoming month of January. 

 
MATH:  We will continue our units of study in multiplication and division.  Please review those basic math facts with your student 

nightly.  Have students log in to Dream Box weekly and practice their skills learned in class.   

 
LANGUAGE ARTS: Our focus in writing will continue to be opinion writing.  Encourage your student to write neatly and use good 
sentence structure.  We continue to read for comprehension and encourage students to read daily to increase fluency and accuracy.  Take 

one night a week to read with your child and ask them questions as you read along with them.   

 
SOCIAL STUDIES:  We are working to complete Unit 4 studies on Government and Citizenship.  Students are learning to understand 

the role of rules and laws in our daily lives and the basic structure of the U.S. Government. 

 
SCIENCE:  Our study of the solar system and Earth continues.    We will be wrapping up our studies this month and will finish off this 

unit with our Alien Projects.  Look for information to follow from your teacher. 

Thank you as always for continued support and help with our students and classrooms! 

      Mrs. Bambrick ~ Mrs. Flotron ~ Mrs. Nuttall~ Ms. Sheskey ~ Ms. Starr   

                                   ( x43520)            (x43513)          (x43541)          (x43516)       (x43509)      .      

           Sheskey  (lsheskey@rusd.k12.ca.us)            Mrs. Bambrick    (vbambrick@rusd.k12.ca.us)     

                     Mrs. Flotron      (vflotron@rusd.k12.ca.us)     Mrs. Nuttall   (dnuttall@rusd.k12.ca.us)     

Ms. Starr  (CStarr@rusd.k12.ca.us) 

Fourth Grade Fun 
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                    The 2nd trimester is progressing steadily.  Please continue to encourage your child to work at their potential and put forth their best efforts.  As 
spring approaches and the new trimester begins, we look forward to renewed beginnings and a good start to the finish line.  We have many 4th grade activ-
ities that will be occurring, so please watch for information coming home regarding our patriotic music assembly and open house. 

LANGUAGE ARTS:  Our focus in reading will continue with reading selections support our writing focus on opinion writing in the McGraw-Hill Reading Won-
ders program. Through these selections we will explore how authors state their opinion and try to get readers to agree.  The Big Ideas presented to the 
students are, “Can Kids Make a Different in Our World?”  We have examined this big idea through the context of both literary and nonfiction text selec-
tions. Each week we use essential questions to guide our interactions and to help us make more meaningful connections with the text. Each day we build 
upon our connections as we delve deeper into our content through collaborative conversations, writing, and close reading. Please continue to make sure 
students are completing their nightly reading and practicing fluency out loud. As a reminder, students should be taking AR Quizzes on their independent 
reading books and striving for at least an 85% score.  At the end of the month we will be completing our district assessments for language arts on opinion 
writing.  

MATH:  We are continuing our studies of math topics 9 through 14, division and fractions.  Please review your child’s math homework every night to reinforce 
what is being taught in the classroom.  Students should be accessing Dreambox online regularly to help strengthen skills being used in the classroom.  
Please continue to make sure math facts have been mastered. 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  We are wrapping up our Mission Unit with the mission research report.  Then we will begin Unit 3 on the westward movement to California, 
how California becomes a state, and the discovery of gold in California that caused the Gold Rush.  

SCIENCE:  Our science units of focus this month will continue to study Earth Sciences.  Students will learn about slow and fast changes on earth. We will be 
completing these units and applying our inquiry-based skills to the scientific process as we continue to examine the world around us.   

The fourth grade team would like to remind everyone that we have 4th Grade P.E. outdoors Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, please make sure your 
child is wearing appropriate shoes or bringing shoes with them to change in to.  Also, please remind your child to use their breaks (before school, morning, 
and lunch recess) to use the restroom, get a drink, and wash hands if needed, so they do not miss valuable instructional time.  

Please continue to check with your students nightly for reminders about homework and exciting upcoming events such as our patriotic music assembly.  

Thanks again for all your parent support.  

      Mrs. Beymer: rbeymer@rusd.k12.ca.us;      Ms. Howard: mhoward@rusd.k12.ca.us;  

Ms. Richardson:  crichardson@rusd.k12.ca.us;  Mrs. Sanchez: mlsanchez@rusd.k12.ca.us;        Mrs. Smith: ajsmith@rusd.k12.ca.us 

Third Grade Thunder 

mailto:rbeymer@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:mhoward@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:crichardson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:mlsanchez@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:asmith@rusd.k12.ca.us


Sixth Grade Summary 
We are more than half way through trimester two! The students are making progress towards the rigorous standards that 

6th graders should meet by the end of the year.  

In language arts, we are working on Unit 5 in the Wonders textbook.  One of the essential questions for unit 5 is, “How do 
people show inner strength?” We are reading stories about people who find an inner strength, and how they can solve problems 
and make the right choice even when it is a hard thing to do. We will soon begin working on writing an opinion/ argument essay 
where we learn to look for evidence to support an opinion. Our district writing assessment will be in March.   

In social studies, the students are learning about the history and culture of Ancient Egypt. They will continue to use textual 
evidence to support claims using primary sources by answering essential questions using the R.A.C.E. strategy.  They have been 
assigned a project where they will be creating a scrapbook about ancient Egypt.  Please check your child’s google classroom account 
for additional details about the assignment.  It is due on February 9th. 

In math, the students will be starting on Unit 4 which is focusing on Expressions. This is a critical unit in 6th grade.  We 
will be working on mathematical concepts of variables, expressions, and exponential notation. We will be using variables to repre-
sent unknown quantities. The students will learn how to find the greatest common factor and least common multiple of two num-
bers. It is crucial that students know all multiplication facts up to 12 fluently in order to be successful with the next few topics in 6th 
grade.  

In science, the sixth graders are continuing Chapter 1 which focuses on Earth Ecology. Students will learn that all living 
organisms live in ecosystems in which energy is exchanged to maintain life. They will learn the different roles plants, animals, and 
other organisms play as producers, consumers, and decomposers. They will continue to take notes and answer essential questions 
in order to answer the overall question for the chapter. We will begin Chapter 2 on Earth’s Biomes. The students will start working 
on a biome project with groups during class. They will present them during class.  

On February 7th at 6:00pm in the MPR, we will be having a camp parent meeting night. During this meeting we will be 
able to talk about what your 6th grader can expect when we go to Pali Institute on May 21- 23rd and answer any questions or con-
cerns you might have. 

Finally, be on the lookout for our final candy gram sale of the year!  We will be selling Valentine ’s Day candy grams to 
support our 6th grade end of the year field trip.  Please contact your child’s teacher if you would like to volunteer to help with the 
candy grams. Thank you again for all of your continued support. 

Mrs. Irvin lirvin@rusd.k12.ca.us                           Mrs. Thompson smthompson@rusd.k12.ca.us   

Mrs. Nicholson cnicholson@rusd.k12.ca.us .      Mrs. Schulte nschulte@rusd.k12.ca.us 
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Fabulous Fifth Grade 

We hope everyone had a wonderful and relaxing winter break!  It’s hard to believe that January has almost already 

passed, but our students have certainly been hard at work!  Our instructional focus for the next month will be the 

following: 

LANGUAGE ARTS:  Students will continue to use both literature and informational texts explore the big idea, “How 

do we investigate questions about nature?”  Each week students will practice various reading strategies as well as 

learning literary elements such as personification and theme.  Students should continue reading nightly as part of 

their homework. 

MATH:  Currently, our lessons involve multiplying and dividing decimals. A key component for success with these 

topics is possessing a strong knowledge of basic multiplication facts.  Please continue to encourage your student 

to practice multiplication math facts on a regular basis. 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  We will be learning about the development of the early settlements and colonies.  We will learn 

about the diversity among early colonists and differences in how they developed their varying ways of life. Students 

will also begin working on their state report projects.  All students will be choosing a state and receiving their in-

structions.  They will be using state book resources from our school library. 

SCIENCE:  Students will be beginning a unit on Earth’s Water.  They are learning about Earth’s water supply, the 

water cycle, and freshwater resources.  The scientific method will be used to help students understand how to plan 

and conduct experiments.              Thank you for your continued support! 

Mrs. Cervantes  Ext. 43542  (mcervamtes@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Steel  Ext. 43523 (msteel@rusd.k12.ca.us)                  

Mrs. Sperry   Ext. 43526 (hsperry@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Wilder   Ext. 43506 (nwilder@rusd.k12.ca.us) 

mailto:lirvin@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:smthompson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:cnicholson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:nschulte@rusd.k12.ca.us


Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 Jan  29 30           31       Feb 1 

 

2 
Progress Reports  

Go Home 

 

3 

4 

 

5        6        7 

6:00 pm    6th 

grade Science 

Camp Parent 

Information 

Night 

        8 

 

        9 

 

10 

11         12         13 

 

 

14 

Valentine’s 

Day 

 

15             16 

NO CLASSES 

President’s 

Day 

 

       17 

18 

 

19 

NO CLASSES 

 

President’s  

Day 

 

20 

 

 

21 22 

 

23 

 

 

       24 

       25 

 

           26 

 

       27 

Spring 

Picture 

Day 

 

          28             

 

 

 

        

     

2018  

January/February 




